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Ellen 
Glasgow 

what 4 of the best critics 
say about her new book 

BARREN 
GROUND 
Stuart P. Sherman 

Editor of BOOKS (N. Y. Herald-
Tribune) ; former head of the 
English Dcpt. of the Univ. of Illi­
nois; one of the four editors of 
The Cambridge History of Amer­
ican Literature; author of many 
popular works about men and 
books, etc. 

"By all means read Barren Ground 
if you are interested in American fic­
tion and American life, if you wish 
ripe comment on the common lot by 
one of the most riclily endowed nov­
elists of our time." 

Carl Van Doren 
Literary Editor of Century; one 
of the four editors of the Cam­
bridge History of American Liter­
a ture; author of the tivo best-
knoimi histories of the American 
novel and the contemporary Amer­
ican novel. 

" N o contemporary novelist is more 
intelligent than Ellen Glasgow—She 
has been the realist, the one import­
ant realist of the new dominion." 

Dr. Joseph P. Collins 
Famous critic, author of The Doc­
tor Looks At Literature, etc. 

"She has written an epic that com­
pares with Knut Hamsun 's Growth 
of the Soil—she has written the first, 
honest realistic novel of the South." 

^ 

James Branch Cabell 
Author of Jurgen, etc.; one of 
America's leading novelists. 

"This is the best of many excellent 
books by Ellen Glasgow." 

At bookstores, $2.50 

Gdition 
B A R R E N G R O U N D (the 4th 
"best-seller" in America) is one 
of the 4 ACES of the season. The 
other three a r e : T H E CON­
S T A N T N Y M P H , by Margaret 
Kennedy (the "best-seller" nation 
wide) ; LOVE, by Elizabeth (the 
8th "best-seller"), and the Pulitzer 
Prize winner, SO BIG, by Edna 
Ferber. 

Dotibleday, Page & Co. 

The Phoenix Nest 
Sitting In, by Proxy 

\ X 7 E have always been execrable at 
' ^ cards. We realize the power they 

exert over many, but the desire to play has 
never been strong enoug-h in us. In particu­
lar we have abjured poker, which is with 
baseball one of the two greatest American 
games. At last, however, we have fallen 
in a peculiar fashion for the lure of the 
pastime that causes strong men to sit up 
until six o'clock (and later) in the morning 
and desert their wives and families in the 
eternal-springing hope of a royal straight. 
We have been perusing Webster's Poker 
Book. 

No volume on poker that we have ever 
seen so grabs one into that smoky midnight 
world of presumably impassive faces and 
weird jargon. Webster, a cartoonist in the 
great tradition of John T . McCutchcon, is 
a genius at conveying expressions, both in 
the faces of those he draws and, most aptly, 
in the cognate remarks that issue in conven­
tional "balloons" from their mouths. 

The publishers of Webster's Poker Book 
have dowered it with every additional in­
ducement beside the cartoons. It is "com­
pletely equipped with Chips and I. O. U. 
blanks." George Ade pens it a preface. 
Marc Connelly furnishes it with interpola­
tions. There is a section of authoritative 
rules and data, with hints from Hoyle, by 
R. F. Foster, and George F. Worts, founder 
of "The Straight Flush Club," writes most 
lively text for it. But despite all these side­
lines, our admiration remains for the power­
ful draughtsmanship of H. T . Webster, the 
star performer. Webster has made himself 
the Thomas Nast of Poker. He has created 
Poker characters as humanly rich and im­
pressive as are many of the literary charac­
ters of Dickens. He has made forever 
familiar to one the face of the man who re­
ceived "the thrill that comes once in a life­
time," tlie type who desired above all things 
to play stud, the attitude toward feminine 
participation in the great game, the various 
kinds of men that call upon their imagina­
tions for the various kinds of excuses to 
their wives. He strikingly portrays the 
legendary atmosphere of poker, contrasts 
with a rare satiric touch the big winner try­
ing to cheer the big loser, graphically out­
lines the progress of the game where every­
body simply had to get home early. And 
through every aspect of the game that he 
treats—and he thoroughly covers the field— 
we are confronted with the human visage 
facilely expressive of every shadow of mood, 
with various wholly recognizable average 
types of men displaying every natural emo­
tion to which human flesh is heir. 

Such knowledge can only be gained after 
many sessions at the table, green baize or 
otherwise. We believe in our hearts that H. 
T. Webster must be an accomplished poker 
veteran, he interprets so surely, so keenly, 
every changing moment of the game. He 
is certainly playing on his home grounds. 
And he has "put poker over" to one non-
pokerite at least. 

Not that we have any real intention of 
beginning to sit in soon. We still dread 
that hungry procession so vividly depicted 
on his " I . O. U.'s," "Breadline forms on 
right." And we have pondered the wisdom 
of the man who was so extremely careful, 
by a deft interchange of cheques, and so on, 
as to get his winnings in cash. Not that— 
we are convinced—we would ever have any 

winnings. And that, in itself, is another 
reason for our remaining out of the game. 
Vou either win or you lose. And if we had 
any losings we know we should be headed 
for bankruptcy. 

Poker is a game, it seems, especially 
adapted to the combination of shrewdness, 
innocence and fellowship in common fail­
ings that makes the average American tem­
perament. It has the spice of adventure in 
it combined with a bluff babbittry. And, 
contrary to a certain myth, as Webster points 
out, it tends to make great minds merely 
monosyllabic instead of inspiring them to a 
constant flow of wit and story. Sundry 
shafts are aimed in the pages of the Poker 
Book at self-appointed raconteurs. They are 
not wholly popular. 

Poker has a grimness about it, evidently, 
that appeals to "he-men" who want some­
thing to bite on. Baseball joy is from the 
bleachers, the joy of poker is from the very 
centre of activity, the poker enthusiast is a 
participator. Then, too, his actual personal 
fortunes hang upon the issue, as, in many 
cases, they do not on the part of the "base­
ball fan." And the particular kind of ath­
leticism poker demands, the agility of the 
mind, the stoicism of the spirit, throw it 
open to all sorts and conditions of men. 
You do not need to have the build of an 
athlete to participate, but your spirit must 
be strong! 

Thus one beyond the pale ventures to 
comment upon America's greatest indoor 
sport. But whether you can be won to poker 
or not as an absorbing avocation, anyone 
with the least recognition of deftness of 
line and mastery of human expression in 
contemporary draughtmanship must delight 
in Webster's poker cartoons. Years ago A. 
B. Frost almost made himself the delineator 
par excellence of American golf in its early 
stages. Webster has done no less in achiev­
ing laureateship, with the pencil, of Poker. 

It is strange that a game that goes so far 
back into American history should not till 
this present year of grace have been fitly 
celebrated in black and white. But we can 
be thankful, at any rate, that now the job 
has been done to a turn. Our chapeau is, 
therefore, deeply doffed to Mr. Webster, and 
we expect our copy of his book promptly 
to disappear from our table just as soon as 
it is "lamped" by any one of the few poker 
fiends of our acquaintance! 

W. R. B. 

The Salad Bowl 
So many people—is it only vchen they 

are youngr—cannot gain a fresh apprecia­
tion without losing their old appreciations. 
—Ha-velock Ellis, Impressions and Com­
ments. 

ist Printing (Shakespeare and Company, 
Paris) : February, 1922. (1,000 numbered 
copies.) 

2nd Printing (Egoist Press, London) : 
October, 1922. (2,000 numbered copies, of 
which 500 copies burned by New York Post 
Office authorities.) 

3rd Printing (Egoist Press, London) : 
January, 1923. (500 numbered copies, of 
which 499 seized by customs' authorities, 
Folkestone.) 

4th Printing (Shakespeare and Company, 
Paris) : January, 1924. 

5th Printing (Shakespeare and Company, 
Par is ) : September, 1924. 

—Publisher's notation in "Ulysses," by 
James Joyce. 

'To get the best results get the best book,' 

says R. J. Leibenderfer. 

Here it is: 

AUCTION BRIDGE 
SUMMARY 

B y W I L B U R C. W H I T E H E A D 

Complete, brief, simply stated, this book sets forth sound auction bidding 
and play in their most recent development. The game of tlie expert made 
clear for all. The volume is a concise digest of the author's previous 
books, "Auction Bridge Standards" and "Auction Bridge: Authoritative 
Leads and Conventions of Play." 

Just Published. $1.00 

Publishers FREDERICK A. STOKES COMPANY New York 

"Analysis of so fine a piece of 
work is an ungracious and un~ 
fruitfid service to a real work 
of art. Above the docile well-
groomed herd of novels."—The 
New York Times. 

DAY OF 
ATONEMENT 

by Louis Golding 
A novel of passionate exaltation 
with few equals in modern fiction. 
The Jewish convert to Christianity, 
accursed of his race, meets death at 
the hand of his wife who loved him 
more than life as he seeks to im­
part his message to the Jews. 

$2.50 

Immediate popular inter­
est has been aroused by 
the three latest volumes in 

the great 

History of 
Civilization 

one of the most important 
and interesting publishing 

ventures of the day 
• « 

LONDON LIFE IN 
THE 18™ CENTURY 
by M. Dorothy George 
A study of the period when London 
established its greatness abroad at 
the expense of the utmost squalor 
and degradation at home. The 
author traces the foundations of 
modern London and depicts the be­
ginnings 'of the industrial changes 
which made it the greatest metrop­
olis in the world. 
With 8 full-page illustrations. Notes, 
Bibliography and Index. $6.50 

CHINA AND EUROPE 
INTELLECTUAL AND ARTISTIC CON-

T.\CTS I N T H E 1 8 T H CENTURY 

by Adolf Reichwein 
The influence of Oriental culture on 
awakening Europe is clearly and 
carefully traced by a noted scholar 
of Eastern civilization who indicates 
what western philosophy, architec­
ture, literature, painting, etc., owes 
to China. 
With 24 plates. $5.00 

• • 

A GEOGRAPHICAL 
INTRODUCTION TO 

HISTORY 
by Lucien Febvre 
Professor at the University of 
Strasbourg. 

How much of history is man-made 
and how much is determined by nat­
ural conditions? Professor Febvre 
undertakes an exhaustive investiga­
tion of the influence of geography 
on the course of human events. No 
student of history can afford to 
omit this book from his library. 
Seven Maps. Bibliography and In­
dex. $6.00 

THE MISTRESS 
OF HUSABY 
by Sigrid Undset 

A novel of a medieval marriage and 
its trials, told with modern feeling 
and psychology. 
Miss Undset has struck a new note 
in historical writing w-ith this rare 
combination of colorful romantic 
background and subtle character 
study which the London Times con­
siders "one of the most remarkable 
novels that has been written in re­
cent years." $3.00 

At all bookshops 

ALFRED A. KNOPF, 
730 Fifth Avenue, New York 

In Canada from The Macmillan Co. 
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